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Mr., A. Baker showed specimens of “imprisoned rocks,” worn
mnto smooth surfaces and many corious angles by the action of
water in a confined spuce (por-holes, ete ).

Mr. R. Lee spoke on seaweeds, and showed shdes to illustrate
his short talle. These plants are conveniently divided into 1hree
sections—thie veds. browns, and greens, "Chey differ from laad
plants in laving neither vaseular structure, fowers nor roots,
reproduction bemg by water-borne spares, and very complicated.

Mr. Crosbie Morrison showed o film of the fruit-eating bat
(“Aying fox™) und pointed out the comiortable manper m which
it wrapped itself up m its wings aud rocked wseli to sleep,

-Mr. A D. Hardy spoke on aunto-parasitism of o giant dodder-
laurel (Cassytha swelonlfia), apd showed that by experiment it hail
been proved that the haustoria on the twimng stem e penetrate
mto Jis own fissue, He also veported the case of a “Bewildered
Grev Box,” which had sent down a hranch 30 ft. long tuwards the
ground. The foliage on this hranch appeared to be that of grey
box, but the flowers and buds were something between a grey
and vellow bhox!

Mr. A Swabiy made came interesting comments on Jdngiillicse
digiva {Early -Napcy ), Bwechurdio umbellate (Milkanaids)  aml
Dichopoyan strictus (Choenlate Lily ;, with regard to the prrposes
nf certain fioral appendages.

Mr, Willis read a note from Mr. C Trench telling how in 1892,
an an excursion to Oakleigh, he had discovered henenih sgne lea-
tree a patch of Golden Leek-orchids (Pravophyihio Dieonn) and
Corvbas wnguiculatus, a small helmet-orchid—both new records
for mainland Australia, and rhe Tormer new 1o <ClENGE,
| The type of Prasaphyiluals Dixonts, wn Melbourne Herhanmn,
has been critically examined recently by Mr. W. H. Nicholls, whe
pranaunces it to he merely a pale jorm of P. wnigricons; o the
species must Japse into synonymy. —Ld. ] )

Mr. Muir, of Dimboola, reported (hat the habitat of Hroso-
thyllion fusco-viride (Dusky leek-archid) in Victoria has héen
extended by another 40 wiles, Tt 13 now known froms Dimbaeola
(the Lype area), Diapur, Portland, from Yorke and Eyvre Teni-
sulus in South Austealia, and {from near Dripstone, an the centrals
western slopes af N.5.W.

ORCHID DISCOVERIES OF SIXTY YEARS AGO
By T. S Hawr, CTravdan.

During a walk throngh well known cauntry al Cheltenham in
December, 1888, I visited o remarkable circular hollow kiewn to
us as “the amphitheatre.” A small area of fat ground encircling
the lagoon afferded specimens of the ovchid Cryptostylis sithalala,
until then nat known ta me. Hence it hecame the subject of one
nf my first attempts 2t idemification with the Baron's Kay fo
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Victoriaw Plants, which had just heen pnblished. Orthocerns was
founi there a4 few days later. As it happened, these two orchids
were partienlarly casy to name, Dr. 05, Sutton apparently did
not locate this occorvenve. 11 was not Cheltenhain Park, huer a
water reserve off Wetherall Road nearby. .1t passed into private
hands about 30 veurs ago.

T recall also 4 squai form of the greenhood orchid Prevostulis
citewllala, fannd in 1892 on the low chiff at Hampton. lants were
to be seen a5 late as 1912, hut traffic mud other causes have proh.
ably obliteratec. this pateh long since, The soil 4s quite differemt
from the ardinury sandy soil ef the district and earried 4 dew
ather unusual piants, The Baron, | think, noted the orchid as at
“Brighton Bluff”: actually, it 15 on the long gentle curve hetween
Brightor: and Picnic Paoint, '

Many years ago I found close to Cenire Road, Clarinda, a
small Caludenia whaose labellum clearly puc st wath congesta, hut
not the nich larger ', congesta known to me. | showed it to the
Baron and did oot understand him farther, in my inexperience,
than a small form related to C. congesda : “possibly,” T have in my
notes, ‘a new valiety,” [Last spring, while Iooking al iresh €,
iridescens, the thought struck e, “that looks ke the labellum of
my Clarinda orchid.”

EXHIBITS

Miss E. Raf ! Acacan dopeosu, garden~geown 2t TTawthorn.

Mr. I S Seatea: Lepospermnm scoporinn, var. “Lembethn,” garden-
grown at Caulfeld

Mr, Allaa Carter: Canw shells—Caitrs snarmorens 'L, SW o Pacific; C.
capitaneys 1., 2. QU € senatoy Ly, Barrvier Reef: C, princeps 1., Mexieo:
€, udicws L., Qld ; C. wirga 1. Philippines: & arernicimas Hwass, Philip-
pines; C. lteratis T, Phidpmness O duemtobe Lath, \LOria 0 and
stellutus Reeve, Q. ' ‘

Mr, 1, Atkins: Collgotion of Acacids from Botanic Gavdens—a, mfwneal
A alata, 'A. Baileyowa, A. colapufoliv, A, decwsréns, A, clengatn, A
Howoittii, A, Jonesti, A Nongifaling A svetifoling A, provissinae, A,
rrenontha, A rugicaln, o4 werniciflua ad 4. vestita.

Mr, and Mva, Erig Muir (of Dimboola) = Four cases ol manmtel cucalyyl
fruits and buds.

FEATHERTAIL NOTE

When walking down a hush tracie at Kalerama ane might o Aogost, ]
heard a rustle i e scrul and shone suy toreh hEht anong the heshes.
There was a little Pyemy Phalaonger or "TFeahertail” gliding from hranch
ta branclt fon i Poltcnged bush). T order to examoe it feather-like tail,
1 way able w approach within a fow feet of the Sy creature. T then stepped
back as it glided from the bush to o gunt tree ahout a vard away and so
disappeared.  After watrhing that heautiful little. sprite {or the first time,
1 fult happy 0 have seen one nf Nature's most charmiog pictares

F.M Cunn,



